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Unlocking Free Flights: The Ultimate
Guide to Airline Companion Tickets
with Your Credit Card
Posted on February 23, 2024 by Alexandra Hobbs

Are you dreaming of traveling with a partner at a fraction of the cost? Your credit card might hold the key to
unlocking this possibility through companion tickets. These special tickets allow you to bring a fellow traveler
on board for nearly free, making it a sought-after perk for those in the know. With airfare prices on the rise,
understanding how to access and use companion tickets can lead to substantial savings on your travel
adventures. Here’s a deep dive into the world of airline companion tickets, showcasing how your credit card
can turn travel dreams into reality.

What is a Companion Ticket?

A companion ticket operates on a simple yet appealing premise: buy one flight, and secure a second seat on the
same flight for a nominal fee plus any applicable taxes and fees. Although it sounds straightforward, the
details, including restrictions and eligibility, can vary widely between airlines. Some tickets may be limited to
certain classes or destinations, so it’s essential to familiarize yourself with the terms and conditions of your
specific companion ticket offer.

Southwest Companion Pass: The Gold Standard

Southwest Airlines sets the benchmark with its Companion Pass, arguably the most generous companion ticket
offer in the airline industry. Unlike a single-use voucher, the Southwest Companion Pass allows you to bring a
chosen companion on flights for free (excluding taxes and fees) for the remainder of the year in which it’s
earned and the entire following year. Achieving the Companion Pass usually involves earning a specified
number of qualifying points or flying a certain number of flights within a calendar year. However, strategic use
of Southwest’s cobranded credit cards can make qualification a breeze, especially when taking advantage of
high welcome offers.

Earning Companion Tickets Through Welcome Offers

Beyond Southwest, several airline credit cards feature companion tickets as part of their welcome offers. These
deals require meeting specific spending thresholds or conditions to unlock the companion ticket benefit. For
instance, the Alaska Airlines Visa® credit card’s current offer includes a companion fare from just $122 after
meeting initial spending requirements. This can translate into massive savings, especially on longer flights to
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destinations like Hawaii or Mexico.

Annual Perks for Cardholders

Certain credit cards reward loyalty with annual companion tickets as a cardholder perk. The Delta SkyMiles®
Platinum American Express Card, for example, grants an annual Companion Certificate for domestic flights
upon card renewal and payment of the annual fee. These recurring benefits can justify the card’s annual fee
and encourage long-term card membership.

Hitting Spending Milestones

Some airline credit cards issue companion tickets after you reach specified spending levels within a calendar
year. This rewards high spenders with valuable travel perks, like the AAdvantage® Aviator Red World Elite
Mastercard® offering a $99 companion ticket after hitting a $20,000 spending target and card renewal.

As enticing as companion tickets are, they come with conditions and limitations that vary by airline and credit
card offer. Understanding these nuances is key to maximizing their value. Whether you’re eyeing a special trip
with a loved one or planning multiple adventures, your credit card could be your ticket to significant savings
and unforgettable travel experiences. Remember, the best travel perk is the one that aligns with your travel
habits and goals, turning every journey into an opportunity for savings and shared experiences.
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